Wake up

Support local growers
for fresh and fabulous
seasonal cut flowers,
says Sarah Raven

a¥l surmimer, | made a
progrimners: b Carmkeners Wi
abant the: Rritish cut-flower
inchastry. We ashesd why so mmarry
ol us e concermed tht our
atpaverries are lowm in fram the
ollser side of the world, but aren
Tl IHI,. thie fnct that @ percent of
the (bwers we buy am imparted
Britmim has one of the best climaies
amd somee of the best growers i the
warbd, Wiy are we demancding nuob jlsst
strowhermies 12 months of the year, bwal
roses mnd pecndes as well? Al wity
o 't wae celehrwie the fababous flowers
thad we grow here so well = roses,
e ek, pennses, dnblias, lilies,
marcissi. lily of the valley and tilips -
e Rl ll‘n‘l':,.'ll' neturally in season®
Last week. ol the oot lower,
whilesale markot s Nine Flms in
Lasnddein, Ehids CHRTH PR itk mnanther
sl The New Covend Garden Market
Kubhorkty srranged an svent that
rnatched British growers with London
florists — Heben Newman of Movses
Stevens, Kully Ellis of MoQueens,
Mhark Wl Tord wd Sdeven Wicks of
Blowmstnery Flowers, Jamie Aston of
Jumie Aston Flowers and Alison
Trickey af Pollen Nation.
The nulience was Borists from
all o the coumiry. Al these
professinnals fnoe the: same
gusstion: when a Pying
Dstchuman arrives oulside your
_\hnl.l[! IWiCE & weeh al & civilised
hour with a !-.r"T:. bl aof
sralexd {biveers, whoi's the
gertmg up early nnd goamg
] hissle of sruarcing Britesh
flowvers froan the morkea ?
e leniy of reasans.
Apeart fire I N YT (AT
ol @ %, Ih Iurr:. cordnins a
jon af Howers that the
irdaberr Kvidws Bre hh.l:'l'!l'h'l wrll
Theere won™t b nomussan| thimgs, or
delicate Bowers with a limited shelf
e — ofien the lovelies! - & these
wre Ty resh
]fllnu wanl o be imeiine in WORr
flower arranging, you have L dig
deserpeer. Fantastic things ase avallable
frevm spescanlis| Bedish groswers, YW had
sl pesss | Crreerillines NALFRETY):
soenbed shocks U, Pell jbid Somsic
alsiromering in deep, tich oolours
{Gieabersh; huge-hesded roses {Comitry
mes); greal bunches of lilno (Porters
Frilimge): odiwe-seented English garden
pinks (Whetman Pinks|; pank, Hully
nesnnie [ Tregnthnem Esindes): exobic
ardl dkignifed calla lilies in cimson.
degr dnrail g Al i wihide (Copseys):

and buy British bl

cymbidiums (Preseli Orehids) and
vasl, amazing liies (HLW. I-I:.:l!r & Somn
all under ome ool That's st @ fw of
the: flosvers peadlable in hay

Threugh the year, difemwnl crops
o arl go bl supplies contimes
even through the winber, And there is
anither very apparent sivamoge o
this lseme-grosm culch — powerful
good old-nshioned scent. Even mothe
ety -mwornilng ookl the market smedt
Iihe o Purislon perfumeny, And mony
florists vouch for the et that British-

waTy Hivweers hove o longer vae [ife.
Many gressers. deliver stems harvesied
thas nighit heefore three timees o week, &0
Hhessaer Plimers are s Iresh s wou pet,

Thizre ie o downiside B |-i|.i£I£
proewn Homeers thad | keep hearing
from florists: unrelisble supply. 11 s
trae that fipld -grown crops.
villmerablie 1o the vagnries of o
waiber :Irru.l heavr -rlﬂrﬁm-.-l &
veesildingg aponenal A sea of maeel voless
anud they fidl (o come b it is tme o
panic, bl that shoisld nol nele o

il

greater Hexibility on other jols and

types of m'rnn?rrm::lu.. it mary imhe
extrn piffiort to hogin with, bast e more
oof 15 sk for Britsh fowers, betier
syslems of distribubion will evilve,

As with going o 8 fanmers” market
and deciding what meal o make afier
woar frip, |_‘.'_1L:j|p| than before, i vou oo
ge with the flow a bl mors you 'l get
the best flowvers availoble. It s so
makch betier and more creative to by
vl books amiestic on dw morming
than 1o rely an o presoriteed |
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