‘O my Luve's like a red, red rose...”
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Since time in memaoriam, the rose has been
cherished by goddesses and mere mortals alike
as the flower of love, beauty and friendship.

Its enduring popularty is more than a Valenting's
Day phenomenon,
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But colour's net really the point. Its the beauty of the
rose &% i develops from an exquisiiely formed bud,
npEning 1o reveal a mass of beautiful petals Years of
hieeding has created cut rases of consistently good
guiality, with high production yields and tabubously
straighl stems up o 90om long and maore, Their strong.
thick pefals and vase life of at least two weeks from ou
has aliowed them to be grovan all year round ir
Holland, Atrica and South Amenca and shipped around

the world

The Designer Favourites

Jamie Aston: "Hight now | adore the Ecuadonian
Ezperance rose. | love these beg blousy Dlown roses,
they're ahaanys 3 joy 10 weork vl Hoses like Esparance
ast incredibly wel

market stand. Our one day rose class af The Flowveer
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Lichood is always the first to seli! Sepms it's not just me
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Robert Burns

Robbie Honey: “Maroussia = my favournts white rose
it has a kovely soont and opens well. However if colour
15 your theng, a pdain white spade decarated with
masses of vibrant roses in reds, yellows, oranges and
Ol nk ooks Sensatnnal

Paul Thomas: “l love the beautiful perfumes of the
garden roses Mme lsaac Pereine and Margaret hernl,
But miy favournte flarst rose would have 1o be
Maroussia toal | Bee 1o wse this rose because of i1s
colour and its light scent, Is almost abways amves a
oood siIZe with a Tlal ton and 15 greal D use im mone
culptured weork, | usually buy it a few days before its

needed 50 the tloweers are fully blown
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The Flower Market View

lohn Hardcastle of wholesaler Bloomfield has been
handling roses for decades, so which ane his favountes
and which are the bestsellers? “Theme = 2
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and Boeing in particular are the best in my view, And
whitst Grand Prix 5 probably the best kEnosen red,
vanoles like Passion, Ruby Red and Red Maomi anp
superb performers all year round



*I'dd e 1o see o fragrance introduced back into
e ooemirmeEncial cul rose, adds lahn. "The trade-off
berween vase life and scent B inewitable though

The anly widialy available scented cut roses ara
‘Sterling Silver' (Rlach, 'Jacaranda’ (blue-pink), 'Osiana’

(peach-cream) and, of course, 'Extase’ (deep red).”

English Garden Roses

Since New Covent Garden's ‘Best of British Flowers'
event In May, delicicusly (ragrant Garden Foses Jns
making an appearance at the Flower hMarket, as
Country Roses have started supphang WMick Waile ol
wihodesalers Pratley. On the Country Boses nurseny in
Essex, Danaé Duthy produces thousands of stems of
fragrant cul rases from May throwgh Lo egny Mowsombes
fosumpluous shades of apnodt, cream, wWhite
magenta, pink, red, lilac and yellow, What you gain on
cent, you trade on vase life - but what a joy 1o usel

How can you maximise the
vase life of roses?

A5 soon &% you gt Your noses back 1o your warkshop,
conditson them in Professional 2,° adwses Clasre Stredl
of Chrysal. “The next stage 15 then 19 give ol
customer a mose liguid sachel, This regime teally does
qive those wital sxira days of vase lile.’

When are they available?

“ut mses are available all yaar with poices fluctuating
according 1o key festival dates and upan varety, head
size, quatity and stem length. Rose farms in South
Amenca and Atnca create thousands of jobs, and are
ncreasingly tightly requlated by certibcation schemes
Thie air miles debate o dwandlmg since hitle or no heat

ar light is used in cul rose procucton In these climatas
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