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Liz Elliot meets Danaé and Robin Duthy, owners of cut-flower company Country
Roses, which they founded in 2001 on their farm on the Essex/Suffolk border

Asvouapproach Josselyns down itsavenuc of pleached  Danaé and Rohin,
limes, the classical building with its line of arched  surrounded by buckets
windows and dormered roof looks as though  oftheir cut roses (main
it might he more at home in the Loire Valley than in  picture), In the sitting
the heart of Constable country, overlooking the  room (above), Danaé
Stour Valley. This is the house of Robin and Danaé  arranges flowers for
Duthy, managing directors of Country Roses, the  the piano
increasingly successful cut-flower business that they
set up in 2001, which is as determinedly British as
any bulldog.

Robin was born and grew up in Old Joscelyns, a
handsome Elizabethan manor house further up the
hill from his present home. His parents, who had
a house in the South of I'rance and loved the large,
sun-filled rooms of Irench eighteenth-century
architecture, decided to capitalise on the spectacular >
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The house (above) has
long views of the
surrounding country (top
left), The yellow hall (top
right and bottom) is
dominated by a graceful
curving staircase, and
furnished with an ebonised
chair and eighteenth-
century console table

views enjoyed by what was then their vegetahle
garden, and commissioned architects Raymond Erith
and Quinlan Terry to design themn a house built along
those lines.

The completed building was everything they’d hoped
for; 1t is essentially one room deep so that sun streams
in throughout the day. You enter through a large, airy,
elongated hall with a curved staircase leading to the
four hedrooms and bathroom above. On the right is a
square, window-lined drawing room, a study and a
bedroom, and to the left is the dining room with the
kitchen and domestic offices beyond. In order to take
advantage ol the view, each room, including the hall,
has french windows that open on to wide, paved
terraces, which overlook formal rose gardens and the
valley heyond.

Robin and Danaé met at Oxlord, but both then
went their separate ways. Robin hecame an invest-
ment analyst and invented ‘Art Market Research’, a
unique indexing system for tracking the value of
paintings, old and new, which is used by Sotheby’s and
Christie’s. Danaé, who still works under her maiden
name, Brook, is senior features writer for The Mail
on Sunday, and has written television documentaries
and several books, including Natwrebirth (Heinemann
& Penguin), which helped launch a worldwide
campaign for women’s rights during childbirth.

When Robin’s mother died in 1998, Danaé¢ and
he moved into Jossclyns from his previous home, a
Georgian town house in Stoke Newington. Two years
later they married. They each have three sons and, to
date, four grandchildren between them, =






